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-Won't Iﬁbblv_e Covert A’id_

Lugar Has Ideas to

Pressure Sandinistas

* Is crucial aid to the anti-Sandinistas or the Con-

tras dead? That’s the fear of many foreign policy
experts, many of them within the Administration. '
The President has stressed he wants the aid to keep
going. Bur Sen. David Durenberger (D Mrnn)

the new charrman of the Senate rmellrgence panel

~..‘

. has stressed he no longer backs * ggvert v_gssxst-
ance and 1is ambrguous about ‘overt’ assrsrance

as well. . - N
_ Even more surprrsmg, Sen chhard Lugar

3 {R.-Ind.), the new chairman. of the Foreign Rela-.

tions panel, recently told the National Press Club:
““Aid to the Contras is not viable because itis no
Jonger covert and because the Congress wrll prob-
ably not continue to fund it.”’ E

When we talked to Lugar 1ast week however
the Indianan said he had explored ¢ alternative plans _
with_the Administration t'hat*would not involve
“covert" assistance, but were still designed to put
“‘substantial pressure” upon - the Sandinistas. He
said he didn’t want to surface.these ideas at this
time, but said they would probably be made known
within the next month. = ..o 2

Luoar stressed he would conlmue to push
for aid 10 the Contras if he thought it could = .
. pass, and insisted it would be wrong to_|ust cut
them loose."

““1 think it is 1mporrant ** he stressed “that we
have confidence and credrblhty with our friends in
Central America, that we do not abandon them.
And 1 feel that very strongly. So we cannot leave :
any ambiguity there at all that suddenly we are |
simply going to leave’ them and hope that some- |
how it will all work out.’ - '

But the covert Contra program doesn’t seem do- -
able at this point, he insisted. The Administration,

he stressed, ‘‘has relied upon a strategy of askrnz ‘
i
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the two intelligence commmees to authorize §14
million for the Contras...
count the votes in either of these two commmees
and haven’t been able to for awhile.

““We used to be able to count them in the Senate
Committee — nine out of 15 of us who used to be
on that committee are gone. I think it has changed.

“but I'm not able to

The Administration, which relied upon getting a .

favorable vote out of these two committees, is go-
ing to be disappointed. ' ‘.

““What this means is that the Admmrstranon
must formulate new methods of putting pressure
on Nicaragua, and 1 would like to be cooperative in
that process, and have been.
vinced there are ways of doing thrs I'm convrnced
further that they must be done.’

* Has he given any tactical or strategrc advrce to
the Administration? “‘I've suggested,”’ he said,

‘‘that as opposed to making a proposal to the two

mtellrgence committees and having the potentxal of °

“losing twice and then lryxng to pick up the pieces,

perhaps the better course is to think about a suc- -

. cessful initiative of bnngmg substantial pressure

on the Sandinistas so our negotiations rrught have .

“some hope of success, and to perhaps do so with ~

the Foreign Relations Committee as the committee |

-of jurisdiction. And I've indicated to Secretary [of °

~on such an initiative xf he and the Presrden{ feel n 1s ’

State George) Shultz that 1. would work with him "~

19 :.,;-:
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approprrate

. Whether Lugar s 1dcas wru prevaul are nor Cer-.
-tam but, however things are -worked out should
Zhe Congress fail to “embrace a program that wrll
assrst the Contras and brmg heavy pressures to )

those consequences w0uld be:-

is'a battle between: anti-Communists and demo-

_crats ‘in the hills: supporled by:the United States,

.and a Marxist-Leninist" revolutionary regime in

' Managua, supported by the. Soviet U.mon Cuba

- Libya, East Germany and Iran. |
' "In some ways, the-audacity of the Soviet Union

T ,.,"_ o

has to be admired. Post-Grenada, ‘surely some
foreign policy specialists must have warned the
Politburo that there was nothing Moscow “could
do;:at such-a drstance to rprevent.. .Amenca 'S,
liguidation of the beachhead in North.America; -
that it-was probably unwrse to invest Soviet pres-.”
.tige;-that a Soviet. arms’ buildup wou]d only” give
Washington an excuse; that the Sandrmstas should
“probably cut a deal.

R
(SR

. And I'm con-- -

<*What the war.for. Nlcaragua has become then,

. Continued
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“‘But Moscow gambled. Directly in the wake of -
the Reagan landslide, they rushed inte Corinto
helicopter gunships which could tip the balance
decisively against the guerrillas supported by the
United . States. Moscow -had - seen the American
investment, and carefully raised the bet. Not only
has Washington not responded, Congress is ready
to throw in'the American hand. .

““If the Contras are-abandoned, Honduras will
then become host to a deserted, embittered army of
some 15,000 and Hondurds will move to the top of

the enemies list of a victorious Managua anxious 10
settle accounts with the neighbor that gave sanc-
tuary to its enemies. As Tor Costa Rica, democratic ~
and disarmed, sandwiched between Nlcaragua and
Panama, the governing ehte should watch'the vote -
tarefully, andif itgoes as cxpec{ed begm chcckmg
_out the real estate'in anmx ’ :

. “Alrcady, a hopeful new stratcgy nf woomg\
v Nlcaragua is bcmg chatted up. Since America is so
wealthy and near, it:is argued, ‘and the Soviet
Union so backward and distant, eventually
Managua’s rulets will see that their only hope of
progress lies in association wnh the Umtcd States
So it was said of Cuba ..... LT :

If the Comras arc abandoned Rcagan will be
Jeft with this stark - choice: _exther adjust 0_the -
permanent existence of a Russian military. beach-
head and revolutionary base camp on the North
. American continent — or send in the Marines.”’
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